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-Thomas ]e]férson

FIRST INAUGURAL. ADDRESS IN THE WASHINGTON, D.C.

WEeDNESDAY, MARCH 4, 1801

_ Chief Justice John Marshall administered the first executive oath of
office ever taken in the new federal city in the new Senate Chamber (now
the Old Supreme Court Chamber) of the partially built Capitol building.
The outcome of the election of 1800 had been in doubt until late February
becauge Thomas Jefferson snd Aaron Burr, the two leading candidates,
each had received 73 electoral votes. Consequently, the House of Repre-
sentatives met in a special session to resolve the impasse, pursuant to the
terms spelled out in the Constitution. After 30 hours of debate and ballot-

_ing, Mr. Jefferson emerged as the President and Mr. Burr the Vice Presi-
dent, President John Adams, who had run unsuccessfully for a second

~ term, left Washington on the day of the inauguration without attending
the ceremony....... .. : . :

Friends and Fellow-Citizens:

Called upon to undertake the duties of the first executive office
of our country, I avail myself of the presence of that portion of my
fellow-citizens which is here assembled to express my grateful
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14 INAUGURAL ADDRESSES OF THE PRESIDENTS

thanks for the favor with which they have been pleased to look
toward me, to declare a sincere constiousness that the task is above
my talents, and that I spproach it with those anxious and awful
presentiments which the greatness of the charge and the weakness
of my powers so justly inspire, A rising nation, spread over a wide
and fruitful land, traversing all the seas with the rich productions
of their industry, engaged in commerce with nations who feel’
power and forget right, advancing rapidly to destinies beyond the
reach of mortal eye~—when I contémplaté these transcendent ob-
jects, and see the honor, the happiness, and the hopes of this be- .
loved country committed to the issue, and the auspices of this day,
I shrink from the contemplation, and humble myself before the
magnitude of the undertaking, Utterly, indeed, should I despair did
not the presence of many whom I here see remind me that in the
other high authorities provided by our Constitution I shall find re-
sources of wisdom, of virtue, and of zeal on which to rely under ali

" difficulties. To you, then, gentlemen, who are charged with the sov-
ereign functions of legislation, and to those associated with you, I
look with encouragement for that guidance and support which may
enable us to steer with safety the vessel in which we are all em-
barked amidst the conflicting elements of a troubled world.

During the contest of opinion through which we have passed
~the animation of discussions and of exertions has sometimes worn
. an aspect which might impose on strangers unused to think freely

and to speak and to write what they think; but this being now de-
cided by the voice of the nation, announced according to the rules
of the Constitution, all will, of course, arrange themselves under

good. All, too, will bear in mind this sacred principle, that though
rightful must be reasonablé; that the minority possess their equal

pression. Let us, then, fellow-citizens, unite with one heart and one
mind. Let us restore to social intercourse that harmony and affe

things. And let us reflect that, having banished from our land tha
religious intolerance under which mankind so long bled and suf:
fered, we have yet gained little if we countenance a political into
erance as despotic, as wicked, and capable of as bitter and blood
persecutions. During the throes and convulsions of the anciex
world, during the agonizing spasms of infuriated man, seekifig
through blood and slaughter his long-lost liberty, it was not wo
derful that the agitation of the billows should reach even this di

the will of the law, and unite in common efforts for the common

the will of the majority is in all cases to prevail, that will fo be::

rights, which equal law must protect, and to violate would be op-::

tion without which liberty and even life itself are but dreary
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THOMAS JEFFEREON

to look tant and peaceful shore; that this should be more felt and feared by
is above some and less by others, and should divide opinions as to measures

d awful | of safety. But every difference of opinion is not a difference of prin-
eakness ciple. We have called by different names brethren of the same prin-
: a wide ciple. We are all Republicans, we are all Federalists. If there be
uctions any among us who would wish to dissolve this Union or to change

tho feel ts republican form, let them stand undisturbed as monuments of
ond the the safety with which error of opinion may be tolerated where
lent ob- reason is left free to combat it. T know, indeed, that some honest
this be- men fear that a republican government can not be strong, that this
his day, ' Government is not strong enough; but would the honest patriot, in
‘ore the ' the full tide of successful experiment, abandon a government which
pair did has so far kept us free and firm on the theoretic and visionary fear
t in the hat this Government, the world’s best hope, may by possibility
find re- ‘ want energy to preserve itself? I trust not. I believe this, on the
nder all : ontrary, the strongest Government on earth, I believe it the only

the sav- one where every man, at the call of the law, would fly to the stand-
1 you, I ard of the law, and would meet invasions of the public order as his
ich may “iown personal concern. Sometimes it is said that man can not be
all em- o ifrusted with the government of himself. Can he, then, be trusted
~-with the government of others? Or have we found angels in the

passed forms of kings to govern him? Let history answer this question.

25 Worn A e  Let us, then, with courage and confidence pursue our own Fed-

k freely ....eral and Republican principles, our attachment to union and repre-
now de- .. sentative government. Kindly separated by nature and a wide
e rules ocean from the exterminating havoc of one guarter of the globe; too
s under ;  high-minded to endure the degradations of the others; possessing a

chosen country, with room enough for our descendants to the thou-

' n L
cgfi:gh o sandth and thousandth generation; entertaining a due sense of our
il to be L equal right to the use of our own faculties, to the acquisitions of
requal g our own industry, to honor and confidence from our fellow-citizens,
| be op- : resulting not from birth, but from our actions and their sense of
wnd one oL them; enlightened by a benign religion, professed, indeed, and prac-

d affec- - ticed in various forms, yet all of them inculcating honesty, truth,
dreary temperance, gratitude, and the love of man; acknowledging and
nd that ®% 7. éddoring an overruling Providence, which by all its dispensations
nd suf : proves that it delights in the happiness of man here and his great-

d intol- - er happiness hereafter—with all these blessings, what more is nec-

bloody " essary to make us a happy and a prosperous people? Still one thing
ancient . more, fellow-citizens—a wise and frugal Government, which shall
seeking ) restrain men from injuring one another, shall leave them other-
>t won- T wise free to regulate their own pursuits of industry and improve-

his dis- o ment, and shall not take from the mouth of labor the bread it has
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16 INAUGURAL ADDRESSES OF THE PRESIDENTS

o0t rven mrtmn et Ana it

earned. This is the sum of good government, and this is necessary
to close the circle of our felicities.

About to enter, fellow-citizens, on the exercise of duties which
comprehend everything dear and valuable to you, it is proper you
should understand what 1 deem the essential principles of our Gav-
ernment, and consequently those which ought to shape its Admin-
Istration. I will compress them within the narrowest compass they
will bear, stating the general principle, but not all its limitations.
Equal and exact justice to all men, of whatever state or persuasion,
religious or political; peace, commerce, and honest friendship with
all nations, entangling allinnces with none; the support of the State
governments in all their rights, as the most competent adminisira-
tions for our domestic concerns and the surest bulwarks against an-
tirepublican tendencies; the preservation of the General Govern-
ment in its whole constifutional vigor, as the sheet anchor of our
peace at home and safety abroad; a jealous care of the right of elec-
tion by the people—a mild and safe corrective of abuses which are
lopped by the sword of revolution where peaceable remedies are
unprovided; absolute acquiescence in the decisions of the majority,
the vital principle of republics, from which is no appeal but to
force, the vital principle and immediate parent of despotism; a well
disciplined militia, our best reliance in peace and for the first mo-
ments of war, till regulars may relieve them; the supremacy of the
civil over the military authority; ecopomy in the public expense,
‘that labor may be lightly burthened; the honest payment of our
debts and sacred preservation of the public faith; encouragement of
agriculture, and of commerce as its handmaid; the diffusion of in-
formation and arraignment of all abuses at the bar of the public
reason; freedom of religion; freedom of the press, and freedom of
person under the protection of the habeas corpus, and trial by
juries impartially selected. These principles form the bright con-
stellation which has gone before us and guided our steps through.
an age of revolution and reformation. The wisdom of our sages and
blood of our heroes have been devoted to their attainment, They
should be the creed of our political faith, the text of civic instruc
tion, the touchstone by which to try the services of those we trust
and should we wander from them in moments of error or of alarm:
let us hasten to retrace our steps and to regain the road which:
alone leads to peace, liberty, and safety.

1 repair, then, fellow-citizens, to the post you have assigned me
With experience enough in subordinate offices to have seen the dif:
ficulties of this the greatest of all, T have learnt to expect that:
will rarely fall to the lot of imperfect man to retire from this ste

90
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TrHOMAS JEFFERSON 17

ssary on with the reputation and the favor which bring him into it.
‘Without pretensions to that high confidence you reposed in our
vhich ‘first and greatest revolutionary character, whose preeminent serv-
r you sces had entitled him to the first place in bhis couniry’s love and
Gov- destined for him the fairest page in the volume of faithful history,
{min- ] .ask so much confidence only as may give firmness and effect to
they he legal administration of your affairs. I shall often go wrong
tions. through defect of judgment. When right, I shell often be thought
ision, wrong by those whose positions will not command a view of the
with whole ground. T ask your indulgence for my own errors, which will
State never be intentional, and your support against the errors of others,
istra- who may condemn what they would not if seen in all its parts. The
st an- approbation implied by your suffrage is a great consolation to me
vern- for the past, and my future solicitude will be to retain the good
f our opinion. of thase who have bestowed it in advance, to conciliate that
Telec- 7of others by doing them all the good in my power, and to be instru-
h are imental to the happiness and freedom of all.
s are " Relying, then, on the patronage of your good will, I advance
lority, with obedience to the work, ready to retire from it whenever you
at to become sensible how muchk better choice it is in your power to
2 well make. And may that Infinite Power which rules the destinies of
:f?fé .the universe lead our councils to what is best, and give them a fa-

vorable issue for your peace and prosperity.
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SECOND INAUGURAL ADDRESS -

Monpay, MarcH 4, 18305

The second inauguration of Mr. Jefferson followed an election under
which the offices of President and Vice President were to be separately
sought, pursuant to the newly adopted 12th Amendment to the Comstitu-
tion, George Clinton of New York was elected Vice President. Chief Jus-
tice John Marshall administered the oath of ofﬁce in the Senate Chamber
at the Capitol.

Proceeding, fellow-citizens, to that qualification which the Con-
stitution requires before my entrance on the charge again con-
. ferred on me, it is my duty to express the deep sense I entertain of
" this new proof of confidence from my fellow-citizens at large, and
" the zeal with which it inspires me so to conduct myself as may best
satisfy their just expectations.

On taking this station on a former occasion I declared the prin-
ciples on which I believed it my duty to administer the affairs of
our Commonwealth. My conscience tells me I have on every occa-
gion acted up to that declaration according to its obvious import
and to the understanding of every candid mind.

In the transaction of your foreign affairs we have endeavored
to cultivate the friendship of all nations, and especially of those
‘with which we have the most important relations. We have done
them justice on all occasions, favored where favor was lawful, and
cherished mutual interests and intercourse on fair and equal
terms. We are firmly convinced, and we act on that conviction, that
with nations as with individuals our interests soundly calculated
will ever be found inseparable from our moral duties, and history
bears witness to the fact that a just nation is trusted on its word
when recourse is had to armaments and wars to bridle others.

At home, fellow-citizens, you best know whether we have done
well or ill. The suppression of unnecessary offices, of useless estab-
lishments and expenses, enabled us to discontinue our internsl
taxzes. These, covering our land with officers and opening our door
to their intrusions, had already begun that process of domiciliary:
vexation which once entered is scarcely to be restrained fro
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TroMAS JEFFERSON 19

W?;reaching successively every article of property and produce. If

" .gmong these taxes some minor ones fell which had not been incon-

. .venpient, it was because their amount would not have paid the offi-

":icers who collected them, and because, if they had any merit, the

- “State authorities might adopt them instead of others less approved.

- The remaining revenue on the consumption of foreign articles

.. s paid chiefly by those who can afford to add foreign luxuries to

. :domestic comforts, being collected on our sesboard and frontiers

n under © :only, and incorporated with the fransactions of our mercantile citi-

parately : . .zens, it may be the pleasure and the pride of an American to ask,

Constitu- #° What farmer, what mechanic, what laborer ever sees a taxgatherer

.t,‘;;fn‘l];’s' ; -“_of the United States? These contributions enable us to support the

- . current expenses of the Government, to fulfill contracts with for-

“:gign nations, to extinguish the native right of soil within our

‘limits, to extend those limits, and to apply such a surplus to our

+h the Con- .public debts as places at a short day their final redemption, and

again con- that redemption once effected the revenue thereby liberated may,

atertain of by a just repartition of it among the States and a corresponding

-amendment of the Constitution, be applied in &ime of peace to

_rivers, canals, roads, arts, manufactures, education, and other great

“objects within each State. In fime of war, if injustice by ourselves

d the prin- . ‘;or others must sometimes produce war, increased as the same reve-

> affairs of : - inue will be by increased population and consumption, a.r;d aided by

' ther resources reserved for that crisis, it may meet within the

syear all the expenses of the year without encroaching on the rights

“of future generations by burthening them with the debts of the

ast. War will then be but a suspension of useful works, and a

v of those “return to a state of peace, a return fo the progress of improvement.

have done I have said, fellow-citizens, that the income reserved had en-

awful, and : -.gbled us to extend our limits, but that extension may possibly pay

and equal : for itself before we are called on, and in the meantime may keep

ction, that : . -down the accruing interest; in all events, it will replace the.ad-

caleulated i vances we shall have made. I know that the acquisition of Louisi-

nd history “*-ana had been disapproved by some from a candid apprehension

n its word that the enlargement of our territory would endanger its union,

hers, ..But who can limit the extent.to which the federative principle may

have done operate effectively? The larger our association the less will it be

less estab- : -‘shaken by local passions; and in any view is it not better that the

' opposite bank of the Mississippi should be settled by our own

- our doors brethren and children than by strangers of another family? With

omiciliary which should we be most likely to live in harmony and friendly
ined from , ‘intercourse?

large, and
1s may best
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20 INAUGURAL ADDRESSES OF THE PRESIDENTS

In matters of religion I have considered that its free exercise is
placed by the Constitution independent of the powers of the Gener-
al Government. I have therefore undertaken on no occasion to pre-
seribe the religious exercises suited to it, but have left them, as the
Constitution found them, under the direction and discipline of the
church or state authorities acknowledged by the several religious
societies. '

The aboriginal inhabitants of these countries I have regarded
with the commiseration their-history: inspires.-Endowed with the
faculties and the rights of men, breathing an ardent love of liberty
and independence, and occupying a country which left them no
desire but to be undisturbed, the stream’ of overflowing population
from other regions directed itself on these shores; without power to
divert or habits to contend against it, they have been overwhelmed
by the current or driven before it; now reduced within limits too
narrow for the hunter's state, humanity enjoins us to teach them
agriculture and the domestic arts; to encourage them to that indus: -
try which alone can enable them to maintain their place in exist-
ence and to prepare them in time for that state of society which to
bodily comforts adds the improvement of the mind and morals. We
have therefore liberally furnished them with the implements of
husbandry and household use; we have placed among them instruc-
tors in the arts of first necessity, and they are covered with the
aegis of the law against aggressors from among ourselves.

But the endeavors to enlighten them on the fate which awaits
their present course of life, to induce them to exercise their reason,
follow its dictates, and change their pursuits with the change of
circumstances have powerful obstacles to encounter; they are com-
bated by the habits of their bodies, prejudices of their minds, igno-
rance, pride, and the influence of interested and crafty individuals
among them who feel themselves something in the present order of
things and fear to become nothing in any other. These persons in-
culcate a sanctimonious reverence for the customs of their ances-
tors; that whatsoever they did must be done through all time; that
reason is a false guide, and to advance under its counsel in their
physical, moral, or political condition is perilous innovation; that
their duty is to remain as their Creator made them, ignorance
being safety and knowledge full of danger; in short, my friends,
among them also is seen the action and counteraction of good sense
and of bigotry; they too have their antiphilosophists who find an
interest in keeping things in their present state, who dread refor- .
mation, and exert all their faculties to maintain the ascendancy of: .
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