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years later that I could have done well, with help and encouragement. (Later, in my
twenties, I enrolled in junior college and took the last two years of high school math, with
good grades; [ then went to a state college, graduating with a degree in Biology at the age
of 28.)

The climate of fear intimidated others in the class. At my twentieth high school reunion, a
fellow classmate approached me and recalled vividly my humiliation in tenth grade math.
He told me that he, a fellow atheist, had been pained by the experience, and had wanted
to stand up for me, but didn’t for fear of being victimized himself. He wanted to
apologize. Watching me suffer alone was one of his strongest memories of high school,
one which had caused him to live with twenty years of guilt.
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